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At 1 a.m. local time on Oct. 6, Air Force Commander Gen. Fernando Matthei told reporters that
"It seems to me that the `no' (vote) has won." Matthei, a member of the military junta, made this
comment before entering the government palace for an emergency meeting with Gen. Augusto
Pinochet, the four-man junta and the 15-member Cabinet. Over seven million Chileans went to
polls on Oct. 5 to vote "yes" or "no" on another eight-year term for Pinochet, ruler of Chile's military
government since the 1973 coup. A "no" vote meant the option of a competitive presidential election
scheduled for late next year. Pinochet will continue as head of state until the new president takes
office in March 1990. By 1 a.m., the Command for the No a coalition of 16 opposition parties said its
vote tally showed the "no" vote ahead by 1,887,665 votes to 1,301,207 57.8% to 39.9% with 1.3% of
the ballots voided and about 1% blank. Patricio Aylwin, president of the Christian Democrat party
and spokesperson for the Command, declared, "It's clear that the majority of Chileans have voted
no." On Wednesday night, military patrols in armored personnel carriers and trucks with mounted
machine guns were seen circulating in working class neighborhoods and slums. Next, according to
the Agence France Presse, electricity blackouts affected several working class neighborhoods. A few
hundred people danced in the streets of the La Victoria slum in southern Santiago, waving banners
and celebrating the anticipated victory of the "no." Official returns from the Interior Ministry's
National Election Service are not expected until Oct. 7. Voting is mandatory. Chileans who fail to
vote can be fined up to 22,000 pesos, or about $80. A total of 7.435 million registered to vote. At 11:30
p.m. local time, preliminary vote counts by the Command for the No indicated that the "no" vote
was "overwhelming." At 11:45 p.m., the Command announced that the "no" had captured 58.71%
of 188,327 votes counted. The first official vote count reported by the Interior Ministry earlier in the
evening asserted that Pinochet was leading, based on a total of 18,529 ballots. The Ministry stated
that the "yes" accounted for 57.36%, and the "no," 40.54%. On the evening of Oct. 4, power blackouts
were observed in most of greater Santiago and several cities in central Chile. There were no official
or unofficial reports on the cause of the power failures, nor any organizations claiming responsibility
for the blackouts. (Basic data from several reports by AP, 10/05/88; AFP, 10/04/88, 10/05/88)
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